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Introduction 
 
As Chairman of the campaign to pass Amendment 9 I made a personal commitment to 
the people of Florida that if they approved this amendment I would do everything in my 
power to ensure it was implemented in the way voters intended.  Thank you for allowing 
me to be here today to share with you the vision of Florida’s Coalition to Reduce Class 
Size. 
 
In recent weeks I have met with Governor Bush, President King and Speaker Byrd as 
well as Leader Klein, the Black Caucus, the Florida Education Association and others.  
Last September, Florida’s Coalition to Reduce Class Size and People For the American 
Way issued a report that made the case for Amendment 9.  Today we have provided you 
with a follow-up report outlining recommendations for the implementation of 
Amendment 9.  These recommendations have also been provided to the Florida School 
Boards Association, the Florida Association of District School Superintendents, the 
Florida PTA, the Florida Board of Education and others concerned with elevating our 
public schools from the bottom of the national rankings.   
 
There is a coalition here in Florida that is committed to helping you implement this 
amendment in a way that is both fiscally responsible and of the greatest benefit to every 
public school student in the State of Florida.  It is thanks to the hard work of these 
committed Floridians that the legislature is finally grappling with the crisis of classroom 
overcrowding in our state. 
 
On behalf of Florida’s Coalition to Reduce Class Size I will share with you our hopes and 
our concerns regarding the recommendations you will make on this committee.  Nancy 
Keenan, Education Policy Director with People For the American Way, (one of the 
coalition’s key partners) will more thoroughly address specific policy recommendations; 
but in the end this is really a very simple issue.  The people of Florida voted for the 
legislature to provide adequate funding so local school districts could reduce the size of 
their overcrowded classrooms.   
 
And yet, we have already heard proposals in the legislature to repeal this amendment 
approved by the same voters that elected our governor, cabinet, legislature and 
congressional delegation.  We have heard proposals to misuse and  abuse Amendment 9 
as a delivery system for private school vouchers and as an excuse to gut funding for 
critical programs from education to health and human services and beyond.   
 
The recommendations we have provided to you today represent the road map to enacting 
real, equitable, and fiscally responsible class size reduction in Florida. 
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Investing in smaller classes 
 
Florida had a constitutional obligation to provide adequate funding to local school 
districts for our children to receive a quality education before Amendment 9, and yet our 
state still ranks 50th out of 50 states in per capita education spending.  Not surprisingly, 
Florida ranks a dismal 44th out of the 50 states in student-teacher ratios.  We rank 46th in 
SAT scores and 49th in high school graduation rates.  Over the last three years, Florida’s 
ranking has fallen in per-capita education spending, graduation rates, and SAT scores, 
while class sizes have increased. 
 
At Governor Bush’s request, several weeks ago, I provided the governor and legislative 
leaders with a variety of funding options to implement Amendment 9.  I hope this Senate 
that passed legislation for a Maximum Class Size Funding Commission and for tax 
reform just last year will be able to persuade the House and governor that now is the time 
to review the $23 billion in annual tax exemptions that are still on the books.   
 
In our recommendations we have outlined responsible options for fully funding 
Amendment 9 without raising taxes on working families, increasing college tuition, or 
cutting services our seniors and children depend on.  These options include repealing 
special-interest tax exemptions and reconsidering a portion of the billions in corporate tax 
breaks passed for the wealthiest citizens and corporations over the last four years. 
 
We can no longer allow our children to suffer while we protect tax exemptions that have 
a chokehold on our state budget.  Some of these exemptions have been on the books for 
decades; and some, like ostrich feed, adult entertainment and the Golf Hall of Fame, have 
become jokes within the halls of the Capitol; but as long as they stay on the books the 
joke is on our children.   
 
Let’s look at just a few examples of recommended cuts compared with tax exemptions 
that still haven’t been reviewed: 
 

 
Proposed cuts, raids and fund shifts 

 
Tax exemptions and subsidies  

that still haven’t been reviewed 
 

$10 million to help troubled teens  $19.8 million in exemptions for ostrich feed  
$111 million cut from higher education budget 
along with a 7.5% tuition hike but no mention 
of skyrocketing salaries for university 
presidents 

$234.1 million for security and commodity 
brokers 

$400 million for recycling, lake restoration and 
pollution cleanup 

$711.6 million for franchises, royalties and 
license holding and other investment offices 

$42.8 million by eliminating two government 
watchdog agencies – OPAGGA and the 
Auditor General 

$124 million for the motion picture industry 

  

 2



$62 million for prevention cut while spending 
$76 million for more prison beds 

$38.5 million for newspaper and magazine 
inserts 

$237 million in costs shifted to local 
government 

$244.2 million for professional sports club 
operators and promoters 

$5 million by dismantling the state library and 
archives 

$2 million subsidy for the golf hall of fame and 
another $1 million for the Game Fish 
Association world facility 

 
Note:  According to Advocates of Tax Reform not Budget Reduction, the repeal of these 
exemptions has been endorsed by more than 50 organizations. 
 
To make matters worse, after accounting for inflation, growth in student enrollment and 
the amount of money taken from local property taxes, there is really no increase in the 
education budget at all – much less adequate funding for constitutionally mandated class 
size reduction.  This attempt to shift the burden of funding class size reduction to local 
districts is a direct violation of the constitutional amendment passed by voters that 
expressly states the “costs associated with reducing class size…[are] the responsibility of 
the state and not of local school districts.” 
 
Definitions and policies 
 

• Vouchers – The people of Florida did not vote for rolling back standards in 
public schools to shift more state funds into the private sector.  This amendment 
explicitly calls for reducing class sizes for “children attending public schools.”   

 
• Charter schools – We voted for the state to provide adequate funds to reduce 

class sizes in Florida’s public schools.  Charter schools are public schools.  There 
is no reason they should be excluded from receiving the same funding as any 
other public schools. 

 
• District averages – There has been a lot of talk about district averages and how 

we will measure class size reduction.  The truth is, the people of Florida don’t 
care how the Legislature crunches numbers.  What they care about is having some 
relief for the children in our overcrowded classrooms.  This is what they voted for 
and this is what they expect.  The report we have provided to you recommends 
that state officials work with local school districts to collect critical data on actual 
class sizes – not pupil-teacher ratios – to better inform decision-making. 

 
• Teacher recruitment and retention – The report you have also details a variety of 

ways to help Florida recruit and retain the quality teachers we will need in the 
years head.  We know reducing class sizes will play a vital role in helping with 
recruitment and retention of teachers. 
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Conclusion 

The constitutional responsibility to do right by our children now falls on the Florida 
Legislature.  We look forward to working with you over the coming months to ensure 
class size reduction is implemented with fiscal equity, the best practices and best 
intentions.  If there is ever anything I can do, please do not hesitate to contact me.   
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